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Facts:


In 1988 Linda Lorenzo purchased Lurlene Noel’s house without having it inspected.  In 1989 the walls of the basement started to leak.  In 1991 Lorenzo had the paneling removed from the basement walls.  Upon inspection the walls appeared bowed inward and cracked.  A civil engineer examined the walls and found that they had been caulked and painted over before the paneling was installed.  The civil engineer stated that the “wall failure” had existed “for at least thirty years” and that they were “structurally unsound.”

Issues:

